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Alumni backlash
for Sibals IIT plan

By Ritika Chopra in New Delhi

The announcement on the changed
format of the Joint Entrance Exam-
ination (JEE) has provoked a back-
lash from the IIT fraternity.

Less than a week after the
announcement was made by HRD
minister Kapil Sibal, faculty and
alumni members of different ITTs have
started working on ways to register
their resentment against the change.

In the first signs of an organised protest,
the alumni members of IIT-Delhi, are
preparing to move court against the deci-
sion. In a meeting held on Friday momn-
ing, the alumni association also decided
to have a point-by-point rebuttal to
8ibal’s ‘One Nation One Test’ proposal
prepared by the IIT faculty and commu-
nicate their objections to the Prime Min-
ister through a memorandum.,

At ITT-Kanpur, several faculty members
have decided to boycott the institute’s
annual convocation pn Saturday. According
to sources, the ITTY and Kanpur fac-

ulties are also trying to call a meeting of Several faculty members of 1IT-Kanpur (above) have declded to boycott the
their respective Senates —the highest deci- Institute’s annual convocation on Saturday In protest against ‘one test' proposal.

sion making body of an IIT —

to discuss the latest develop-
ment. “We have sent a request
for meeting of the ITT Kanpur
Senate to be held latest by
June 5," sald a member of the
institutes' faculty forum, who
did not wish to be identified.
“In next one week we will
identify alumni members and
have PILs filed in different
State high courts. We will also

{IT-D alumnl to move
court against decision

try to get the same heard
before the CABE (highest
consultative body on educa-
tion policies) meeting on June
8, said Supreme Court advo-
cate and IIT Delhi Alumni
President Somnath Bhartl.
According to Bharti, the IIT
Act states that the IIT Coun-
cil only has an advisory role as
far as fixing admission stan-
dards are concerned. This, he
said, should help them argue
against the decision taken by
the joint meeting of the IIT

and NIT Council last month. .

On May 28, Sibal, after chair-
ing a joint meeting of the IIT
and NIT Council, had
announced that from next year
the Joint Entrance Examination
or JEE will be valid for all cen-
trally funded technical institu-
tlons (CFTIs) such as the IIITs,
NITs and IJSERs. JEE will be
conducted in two parts — main
test and an advance test — and
have multiple-choice objective-
type of questions.

The IITs, however, were
allowed to follow a different , -
admission process where in

list will then be based only on
the marks scored in the JEE-
advance test.

One of the arguments of the
IIT fraternity against a com-
mon_entrance test for all
CFTIs is that it will dilute
brand IIT. They are also
against the inclusion of the
normalised Class XII board
marks as they feel it will bring
down the quality of candi-
dates entering the IIT system.

However, according to min-

istry officials, some of the
arguments made are elit-
ist in nature, “We under-

the Class XIT Board marks gy we#]  stand that cracking the

and the T
JEE-main test will only be

the best candidates.

The IITs will then

check the JEE-

advance papers of

the tot) 50,000 +

as%{%n 5 tglhat. . )
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ning
process. The final
All-India-Rank (AIR)
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IIT-JEE gives IITians a
sense of identity. But
instead of viewing
these changes asa
dilution of Brand
_ IIT it can also
¥  be seen as an
¢/ extension of
the brand, a
senior min-
H “istry  official
- / sald.

LMJ(/ Kapli Sibal

WHAT WORRIES

T FRATERNITY:

e,

m 100 per cent control of
the examination should
remalin with I1Ts as the
current situatlon Is

m School marks should act
as a cut-off and not given
any weightage

m Stress on school board,
JEE (main) and JEE
(advance) wiil only
Increase the pressure on
students rather than tak-
Ing that off and will fur-
ther propel the coaching
Industry by manifolds

m Senates of |ITs should
have the final say on the
new pattern and can't be
overridden by IIT council
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" wards.

e Human Resources De-
velopment Ministry has
announced its latest regu-
lations for admissions to

engineering colleges. Mr Ashok Ku-
+ mar, the police officer-activist who
trained 33 rural youths and managed
to get 30 of them through the Joint
Entrance Examination (JEE) for the

This is 330th in the Vision 2020
series. The last article

appeared on May 19.

Indian Institutes of Technolo
(11Ts), has beérr'so incensed that
hasorganised a big demonstration in
Patna against the decision. Some
alumni may even go to court.

The new regulations have tackled
reasonably well two of the three ob-
jectives. One, it gives due importance
to high-: school examination.

Two, it reduces the burden on the
students by having one common ex-
amination for all Central Govern-
ment institutions. However, it is not
likely to do much for the third ob-
jective of curbing the influence of
coaching institutions.

Even in the first twe cases, there
are issues. For instance, many years
agd, the IITs admitted the top 10
from each school board directly
without any entrance test:

That was a disaster; the system
hadtobe sto&md because influential
. persons got false certificates for their

What guarantee is there that
something similar will not happen in
the certificate for percentile scores?
However, corruption now may be
less because the candidates have to
take the entrance test, too.

Business Line ND 2/06/2012

One JEE will not improve matters

P-8

The new norms for engineering entrance exams cannot
address the rich-poor, or rural-urban divide. There are
better. ways of dealmg with these problems.

Nowhere In t‘.ln um'ld are admissions carned out purely through a mechanical test.

A single test is a good idea, but it
hasits own problems. What will ha
pen if a paper is leaked in some OE:
scure corner of the country? Will or
should the tests in thousznds of cen-
tres round the country be ‘scrapped
and re-held? In any case, how will
the Government keep the question
papers secret everywhere without
fail? These are real issues to which
the Government seems to have given
little thought.

1 do not think anyone will lay a
claim that the influence of coaching
centres will diminish. At present,

coaching costs are heavier than the

four-year tuition chargesin the I1Ts.
Yet, they will probably increase to

coach students for the plus-two ex-+

aminations, too. Hence, only the
well-to-do will get that benefit.
Then, will not the rich-poor divide
increase? Mr Kumar is worried that
the new programme will impose a
heavier burden on rural children. As
it is, rural schools are poarly off; they
are worse than the schools in the
cities and far worse off than the good

ones. Frankly, the Government has
not thought of the rural-urban divide
atall, Our present-day politicians are
enamcured of quotas. Who knows,
we will have a new quota for rural
schools, too.

DEFICIENT FILTER
The biggest question of all is wheth-
er the new system will identify and
admit students of the best calibre. It
probably will not. As matters stand,
admission to the IITs isagamble — a
chance of one in a hundred or so. In
compzrison, great universities such
as Harvard and Stanford get only 10
lications for each student admit-
mf So long as the application-ad-
mission ratio remains as high as it is
in India, no programme will be truly
rational.

Further, nowhere in the world are
admissions, made purely through a
mechanical test. For instance, SAT
scores are used as a guide by Amer-
ican universities; they do not deter-
mine admissions entirely. Our
country is so obsessed with objectiv-

ity that it forgets that we produced
better scientists and.enginzers be-
fore Independence, too, when there
were no entrance tests at all and
teachers took who they liked. Un-
fortunately, the present governrhent
has no such faith.

WHY WELAG
Nobody has asked the crucial ques-
tion: why have MIT, Stanford, Ox-
ford and all the great universities of
the West done better, and are still
doing better than our own institu-
tions and do so in spite of admitting
less-qualified rich students? The ba-
sic reason: those universities have
the autonomy to admit whoever they
like, including children of the very
rich; our institutions have no auton-
omy and are shackled by the State.
Years ago, the IITs were con-
cerned about the varying standards
of high-school boards; they were
worried by political interference.
That is how they devised the JEE.
Unfortunately, they forgot they were
giving up a precious privilege — the

autonomy to select their own stu-
dents. Even now, according to the
statutes, only the individual IITs can
decide onadmission policy — not the
government. The Minister, being an
able lawyer, may be able to get
round, if, for instance, as is pessible,
IIT Kanpur refuses to accept his
rules. But let us remember that the
IIT statutes are good; that is why
they have performed better than the
universities have.

TWO SOLUTIONS

What is the ideal that will ensure the
autonomy of not only the IITs but
also of all other institutions, and at
the same time minimise rural-urban
and rich-poor divides? I suggest that
each district gets a quota — for short-
listing the aﬂ:lllcanw that depends
on its population; the districts will
conduct :ndependent tests to fulfil
their quota. That way the rural-ur-
ban divide will be minimised.

Alternatively, each II'T may short-
list four or five times the number of
students it is entitled to admit after
they pass class 10 and provide the
selected students scholarships to
study in the best schools for the next
two years. That way, the influence of
coaching centres too will diminish,
reducing further the nch-puor
divide.

Only through interviews will the
teachers know whether the appli-
cant is a ‘muggo,’ or whether he un-
derstands the subject. Undoubtedly,
the faculty will be under enormous
pressure from politically powerful
persons to admit their nominees.
That may be resolved in one of the
two ways: I1Ts admit some of them,
the way Western universities do, but
on payment of very hlg'h fees, or stick
to their guns.

I think the first proposition is bet-
ter. If a rich or influential person’s
ward can be admitted to Harvard, no
disaster will ensue if they are ad-
mitted toan IIT,

(The auther is a former Director, IT
Madras. bifeedback@thehindu.co.in and
indiresan@gmail.com)
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IIT alumni oppose new entrance exam

NEW DELHI: The alumni asso-
ciation of Indian Institute of
Technology, Delhi on Friday
opposed the recent decision to
chapge the format of the en-

Members of the faculty fed- (NIT) and Indian Institutes of
eration haverecentlysentalet- Information Technology (IITT)
ter to Prime Minister Manmo- had unanimously taken the de-
han Singh expressing their cision.
opposition to the plan. “Senates of ITTs should have

france exam to get into OTasmac “School marks should act as— the final say-on the newp

Human Resource Develop-
ment (HRD) Minister Kapil
Sibal on Monday had an-
nounced plan to conduct a
common engineering entrance
test from 2013 for engineering
and science institutions funded
by the Central government.

In a meeting, members of
the alumni association, All In-
dia[IT faculty federation, Panl-
IT and IIT alumni of Kharag-
pur stated that the complete
control of the IIT examination
should remain with IIT, like the
existing pattern.

a cut-off and not given any and can not be overridden by
weightage, Stress on school IHT council,” said a member.
board, JEE (main) and JEE All India IIT Faculty Federa-
(advance) will only increase tionsecretary A K Mittal stated
the pressure on students that they would send their re-
rather thantaking thatoffand buttal to the proposal on June
further propel the coachingin- 2. Mittal and Sanjiv Sanghi,
dustry by manifolds,” was president faculty forum, will
unammously saidin the meet- communicate with various IIT
ing. senates and arrange formal re-
Sibal, in response to the jection of the May 28 proposal
growing opposition from the of the HRD Ministry.
IIT’s to the common entrance “We have decided that the
test, stated that the ITT council IIT alumni will form a lobby
along with the council of Na- group to meet the prime min-
tional Institute of Technology ister and submit a memoran-

dum to apprise him with the
objections in three-four days.
PILs will be filed in various
High Courts within a week,”

said the member. It was unan-
ously decided 1o dernand &

status quo till 2014.

The exam will be known as
ISEET, the first common en-
trancetest for engineering col-
leges of the country to enroll
students in bachelor pro-
grammes. The ministry is ail
set to do away with the two
well-known engineering ex-
ams AIEEE and IIT-JEE from
next year. The ISEET main
and advance exam will carry
60 per cent weightage, and 40
per cent will be given to Class
XII board exam scores.

DH News Service
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IT'-K faculty,
alumni boycott

‘autocratic’ Sibal

5 professors to skip
convocation; former
students plan to

meet PM to protest

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA R
NEW DELHI

Within a week of HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal
claiming that the decision to
hold ‘One-nation-one test’ was
endorsed by all the IITs, the fac-
ulty association of the presti-
gious IIT-Kanpur has decided
to boycott the convocation
scheduled on Saturday.
Simultaneously, the Kanpur
IIT alumni association on
Priday condemned the ‘auto-
cratic' decision of the HRD
Ministry and sought an
appointment with Prime
. Minister Manmohan Singh to
:jFister their protest against the
eged consfpirac to bring
investments from foreign uni-
versities to open technical insti-
tutes here. They also want to
inform the Prime Minister that
the Kanpur IIT senate was kept
in dark about the Joint Entrance
Examination (JEE) reform plan.
The Executive committee
of IIT Kanpur Faculty
Federation in an official com-
munication to the General
Body Meeting of the IIT
Alumni on Friday conveyed
that “as a strong symbolic
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rotest against the sidelining of
Eﬁe IIT-Kanpur Senate in %he
ongoing process of JEE
reforms, the members of the
senate and the faculty in gen-
eral would abstain from the
convocation function, includ-
ing the academic procession”,
“Yes, the faculty members
have decided to lodge their
protest by not participating in
the convocation. As of now all
of them have agreed, but let us
wait to see the turnout of soli-
darity till tomorrow;” a profes-
sor at IIT Kanpur said over
phone requesting anonymity.
At least five professors have
ne out of town to keep away
rom the convocation on
Saturday. “Yes, I will not be
there as am out of town,” said
another professor when con-
tacted by The Pioneer.
© “While this is expected to
send a strong message, it will not
inder the process of awarding
degrees to the graduating stu-
dents in any material manner,’
said Prof AK Mittal, Secretary,
All India IIT Faculty Federation.
Continued on Page 4

,coaching indust

II'TK faculty...

From Page 1

A special meeting of IIT Kanpur Senate has been called on
Saturday to discuss the sidelining of IIT-K senate in JEE reforms
by the Ministry and legal repercussions.

The IIT Alumni association on Friday formed a lobby group
to seek appointment from the Prime Minister at the earliest and
submit a memorandum to apprise him with the objections before
the Central Advisory Board on Education (CABE) deliberates over
the issue. “There is a larger conspiracy in the matter. The
Government is t.ryinito dilute the c[:resent IITs and to facilitate pri-
vate players from India and abroad. They are also mulling to bring
investments from foreign universities to open technical institutes
here. What is wrong in the present IITs}” Somnath Bharti, presi-
dent, IIT-Delhi Alumni Association (ITT-DAA) told The Pioneer.

Claiming that the IIT-Kanpur Senate was kept in dark, the
GBM alleged that Sibal did not keep his promise made to dif-
ferent stakeholders that he will not go ahead without consen-
sus. “Five out of seven senates have given their dissents in writ-
ing but MHRD still went ahead. The IIT Council is an adviso-
ry body qua admission process and senates enjoy the conclusive
authority qua admission process as per the II'T Act,” said Mittal,

.The meeting held at Alumni Association Office of IIT Delhi
was attended by Somnath Bharti, president, Pravin Purang,
Secretary, IIT-DAA, Prof Sanjeev ganghi, president, Faculty
Forum, Prof AK Mittal, Secretary, All India IIT Faculty
Federation, Vanita Srivastava, Alumnus, IIT Kanpur, Y P § Suri,
President, IIT Kharagpur amongst others,

“While full control of the examination should remain with ITTs
as it is in present, the school marks should act as a cut off and not
given any weightage. In the given new format stress on school board,
JEE (main) and JEE (advance) will only increase the pressure on
students rather than taking that off and will further propel the
by manifolds. Qur demand is that Senates of
IITs should have the final say on the new pattern and can't be over-
ridden by IIT council,” Bharti added. The IIT alumni association
is also looking into legal options to put in abeyance the One Nation
One Test concept. IIT Alumni will arrange PILs to be filed in var-
ious High Courts within a week. It was l%let that it should be tried
to get the same heard before June 5, the day a meeting of CABE
committee of MHRD is scheduled.
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II'Ts revolt against joint
test, will go to court

Kanpur Faculty To
Skip Convocation

Himanshi Dhawan | Tnn

New Delhi: Opinion is growingagainst
the HRD ministry’s decision to intro-
duce a common engineering test for
central engineering institutions, in-
cludingIITs, NITs and IIITs, with the IIT
alumni on Friday deciding to move
courtagainst it.

Faculty members from IIT Kanpur

P Faculty writeto PM, P 11

are also planning to boycott the insti-
tute’s convocation ceremony on Satur-
day as a mark of protest. While efforts
have been made by the faculty federa-
tions to seek an appointment with the
prime minister to explain their opposi-
tion tothecommon exam, the HRD min-
istry is seeking to engage the faculty
members. :

The NIT alumni will file
PILs in various high
. courts within a week. The
members felt efforts should
be taken to get a hearing
at the earliest and demand
. that the common test be

postponed to 2014
Somnath Bhartl

T DELHE ALUMNI ASSOCHIATION PRESIDENT

In a meeting of alumni members
and faculty members on Friday, it was
decided tofile PILs in courts across the
country against the common exam pro-
posal within a week.

“TheIIT alumni will file PILs in var-
ious high courts within a week. The
members felt that efforts should be tak-
entogetahearingatthe earliestand de-
mand that the common test be post-
poned to 2014,” said Somnath Bharti,
IIT Delhialumni association president.
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Common test: IIT
faculty write to PM

HimanshiDhawan | TNN

New Delhi: In IIT Kanpur,
there is a deep sense of dis-
satisfaction that the HRD
ministry had not heeded the
faculty’s concerns before an-
nouncing the decision on a
common engineering test
for central engineering in-
stitutions. Therefore, there
isaplan to boycott the convo-
cation ceremony on Satur-
day. A senior faculty mem-
ber from IIT Kanpur said,
“Although all faculty mem-
bers are upset with the deci-
sion, some will attend the
convocation because it’s an
important occasion for the
students.”

AllIndiaIIT Faculty Fed-
eration secretary A K Mittal
said, “People across IITs are
concerned and agitated at
the ministry’s decision. We
have written to the PM op-
posing the decision and will
seek time from him.”

The main points of dif-
ferences between the faculty
- members and the ministry
include, the weightage given
to class XII board exams for
shortlisting candidates and

I

the lack of complete control
over the IIT exam. Thereare
15 IITs with about 10,000
seats in the country. At the
rootof the debate is the elite
status of these tech insti-
tutes, and clubbing them
with IIITs and NIITs is seen
as making centres of excel-
lence come down to the level
of ordinariness.

HRD ministry sources
said that efforts were being
to ensure that the matter
does not go to the courts. A
senior official said, “The
ministry has over a period of
two years held lengthy con-
sultations and tried to ac-
commodate all the concerns
raised by the various stake-
holders.” Ministry sources
said that the IITs are geared
for conducting exams for 5-6
lakh students but the num-
bers would increase to 20
lakh with the common test.
“We have even said that IITs
will be able to direct the
agency that conducts the
test,” the source said, point-
ing out that the concerns be-
ing raised had been dealt
withthrough several rounds
of consultations.
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ITs TO TAKE JEE
FIGHT T0 COURT

Correspondent
& tetters@hindustantimes.com *

NEW DELHE: Upset over the new
joint entrance exam (JEE)
norms announced by the
Centre, the II'T alumni associa-
tion on Friday decided to take
their protest to court.

“We are looking for people who
could file PIL in different high
courts against the decision. We
will also meet the PM next week,"
TIT Delhi alumni association head
Somnath Bharti said. The IITs
want a status quo on the imple-
mentation of the format till 2014

The new format gives weigh-
tage to class 12 results while decid-
ing the merit list. According to
the association, school marks
should act as a cut-off and not
given any weightage. "Five out of
the seven [I'T senates have given
their dissents in writing to HRD
ministry," Bharti added. » po

lITs to battle it out
with govt on JEE

ON WARPATH PIL may be filed; delegation to meet PM

anita Srivastay,

- e
= vai

NEW DELHE: Tempers are running
high, A direct confrontation
between IITS and the Centre has
shaped on the changed pattern
Of IT-JEE. As a first step to reg-
ister protest, a PIL, may be filed
in a HC on Monday against the
government's decision.

Representatives of the
Alumni Association and the All
India IIT Faculty Federation,
which met on Friday devised a
three-pronged strategy to reg-
ister protest.

They have decided to lead a
delegation to the PM and sub-
mit a memorandum raising their
concern over the autonomy of
the IITs. It was also decided to
identify persons who could file

petitions in different high courts

against the government's deci-

The IIT senates are also in a
confrontation mood. Raising

sion in the next few days. The  strong objection against the gov-
AllIndia ITT Faculty Federation ~ ernment's decision, IT-K Faculty
will prepare arebuttal of thegov-  has described the new examas
ernment’s decision shortly. counterproductive, unilateral,
“We will lead a delegationto  and arbitrary.
Prime Minister in the next few There are speculations that
days and submit a memoran-  a motion could be raised against
dum. We are also looking for the Chairman of the IIT-
people who could file PILindif- Kanpur Senate who is also the
ferent high courts,” Somnath  director of the institute for ‘mis-

Bharti, President Delhi IIT

guiding’ the Senate in the whole

Alumni Association and process. There are 210 senate
Supreme Court advocate said. members. There was also a sug-
gestion that IIT Kanpur should

We will lead a delegation
to PM in the next few days
and submit a memorandum

SOMNATH BHARTI
Dethi IIT Alumni Association

press for a separate exam if the
government does not roll back
its decision, Some faculty and
senate members may also boy-
cott the IIT-Kanpur convoca-
tion on Saturday to register
their protest.

Millennium Post ND 2/06/2012 P-6

CAT: IIT alumni demands status quo on implementation

NEW DELHIL: Strongly
opposing the new format for
admission to IITs and other
central institutes from 2013,
the IIT alumni association
on Friday decided to move
court and demanded a sta-
tus quo on its implementa-
tion till 2014.

At a meeting here, the
association also decided to
form a lobby group and meet
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh objecting the move.

The association con-
tended that HRD Minister
Kapil Sibal did not keep his
promise made to different
stakeholders of not going
ahead with the new format
if there is even one dissent
from the IIT senates.

‘.-and here 5 out of 7 sen-
ates have given their dissents
in writing to Sibal but he still
went ahead, president IIT
Delhi Alumni Association
Somnath Bharti.
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common entrance test under
the new format, saying IIT
council is an advisory body
only while the senates enjoy
the conclusive authority for
admission process as per the
IIT Act.

In a statement, the associ-

ation said the senates should

. have the final say on the new

The association also dis- pattern and can't be overrid-
missed Sibal’s assertion that den by IIT council.

there was complete support ‘PILs to be filed in various

. in the IIT council for the High Courts within a week;

the statement said adding
initiatives would be taken
to get them heard by 5 June
when central advisory board
of education meets here.
While the new format
seeks to give weightage to
the class XII results under a
two-tier format in deciding
the merit list, the association
underlined that the school
marks should act as a cut
off and not given any
weightage. AGENCIES
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JOINT TEST: IIT
ALUMNI WILL
MEET PM, FILE PiLs

NITIN MAHAJAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 1 C .

N §trong1;.{ ., Opposing. .the
recen‘tl)z announced, nation-
al entrance’ test for éngi-

neering « courses, T .

Alumni Association has
decided to file PILs in vari-
ous high courts against the
government move within a
week. At an urgent meeting
of the body held on Friday,
the body decided to demand
a status quo till 2014. A
group of the body has also
. been deputed to meet Prime

v o

Minister Manmohan Singh -

to submit a memorandum

to apprise him with the .
objections regarding the

new examination pattern in
next three-four days. .

At a meeting chaired by

President IIT Delhi Alumni
Association Somnath
Bharti it was felt that PILs
should be tried to get heard
before 5th June, the day

when CABE committee of °

MHRD is meeting. It was
also felt that HRD minister
Kapii Sibal did not keep his
promise made to different
stakeholders of not going
ahead if there is even one

dissent. “Here five out of .

seven senates have given
their dissents in writing,
however, the HRD ministry
still went ahead,” it was
pointed out in the meeting.

Hindu ND
2/06/2012 P15

IIT alumni to
move court
against CET
EEEI_Comspondent

NEW DELHE: The alumni of the
Indian Institute of Technol-

. ogy (IIT)-Delhi will move the
. court against the Union gov-

ernment’s decision 10 hold a
common entrance test for ad-
mission to undergraduate en-
gineering courses from 2013.

- The decision was taken at a
. ‘meeting of the IIT-Delhi
. Alumni Association here on
: Friday. The participants ex-
- pressed fears that the empha-

sis on weightage to the school
board results and the Joint
Entrance Examination (Main
and Advance), proposed un-
der the new format, would add
to the pressure on students
rather than reduce it. .

Within a week, the alumni
will file public interest litiga-
tion petitions in various High
Courts, so that they could be
heard before June 5, when the
Central Advisory Board of
Education will meet.

The meeting demanded
that status quo be maintained
till 2014 and said the new sys-
tem would result iniﬂf:rther
mushrooming of ching
centres,

The association said it
should be allowed full control
of the examination and admis-
sion and school marks should
act as a cut-off and not given
any weightage, The new sys-
tem has also been rejected by
the All-India IIT Faculty
Federation. '

The new system was an-
nounced on May 28, after a
meeting of the Joint Councils
of the IITs, the National In-
stitutes of Technology and the
Indian Institutes of Informa-
tion Technology with the Fed-
eration of Faculty of the IITs.
Human Resource Develop-

‘ment Minister Kapil Sibal

chaired the meeting.

The association, represent-
ing more than two lakh gradu-
ates of ‘the IITs, said the
government had “no right to
impose a common entrance
exam on the 1ITs.”

The association and the
Faculty Federation sought
more time to discuss the im-
plications of the new system
and said the IIT Senates
should have the final say and
their decision could not be

overridden by the IIT Council. |,

The alumni have planned to

- meet the Prime Minister. ’
“HRD Minister Kapil Sibal

did not keep his promise,

made todifferent stakehold- |
ers, of not going ahead if there '

is even one dissent, and here 5

+ out of 7 Senates have given

their dissent in writing, but
the HRD [Ministry] still went
ahead. The IIT Council is an
advisory body for admission
process, and [the] Senates en-
joy the conclusive authority
over the admission process as
per the IIT Act,” they said ina

. statement, !
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UGC lens
on foreign
Institutions

New Delhi: The Universities
Grants Commission (UGC)
will discuss a regulatory
framework to regulate for-
eign educational institutions
initsmeeting on Saturday.

The decision to draft laws
to regulate foreign universi-
ties comes at a time when the
Foreign Educational Institu-
tions (Entry and Operations)
Bill, 2010, is pending before
Parliament, “There was a
need to create a framework to
regulate universities of du-
bious reputation. The Com-
mission will be discussing
that in its meeting on Satur-
day,” said Prof Ved Prakash,
UGCactingchairman.

The Commission will also
look at regulations for twin-
ning and joint degree pro-
grammes between foreign
and Indian educational insti-
tutions. Sources said that the
HRDministry had earlierthis
yearaskedthe UGCtoaddress
the issue of fake foreign uni-
versities following students’

complaints. The Commission '

had set up a panel under C N
Rao to study the issue. The re-
port is also likely to be dis-
cussed in the meeting. Tnn
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Regulatory framework for foreign varsities, nof backdoor entry, UGC says

N. Adil Kazmi, Secmmry, Uni-
‘versity Grants Commission,
writes:

Apropos “Government trying
‘backdoor’ entry for foreign uni-
versities” (The Hindu, June 1,
2012), the University Grants
Commission has been seriously

engaged in the analysis of the
findings of the various reports
on foreign education providers

agement education but not in
the other areas of higher educa-
tion. The Ministry of Human
Resource Development has time
and nga.ln emphasised the need
to put in a regulatory framework
fnr entry and operation of for-

education  providers
through a UGC Regulation. This
need has also been emphasised
by various reports of expcrts/

ty of Educational Planning and
Administration (NUEPA) and
the Report prepared by the As-
sociation of Indian Universities
(AIU) in 2012.

The impression given by The
Hindu story that the UGC is go-

ing to permit foreign education- .

al institutions through a
‘backdoor’ channel is not true.

The ob;ecuve of the UGC is to

The MHRD has been deeply
concerned with this situation
and has been approaching the
UGC to make a detailed analysis
of the implications of the oper-
ation of such institutions in the
country.

Ina Februaryl 2012 letter, it
requested the UGC to frame
Regulations/Guidelines for the
purpose of safeguarding the in-

into the entire issue and make
recommendations which could
facilitate the i lation of ap-

eign educational providers,
therefore has no relationship,
', with the visit of the

propriate regulations, The Re-
port of the Rams Rao committee
was subjected to further scruti-
ny through another committee
under the chairmanship of Prof,
Ramamurthy Naidu. This com=
mittee has finalised the regula-
tions which are now to be placed

which may not even be satisfy-
ing in their own country. The
UGC is aware that the AICTE
Regulation of 2003 are applica-
. ble only for technica! and man-

idelines for regulation of
fomgneducauona] institutions,

universities would subvert the
Indian system, skew salaries,

arguing that since a Bill was take away faculty members
pending in Parhament, thiswas from domestic universities and
aclear case of byy £ and i elitism in education,

such step. “On the contrary,
those foreign-owned
institutions operating in India,
in violation of the law, must be
proceeded against, and steps

opersting in the country with re- ittees which i for a regulatory frame- terestofthe student community before the Commission for its
gard to the standing of such pro- report of the C.N.R. Rao Com- work which could be putinplace in India. Accordingly, the UGC consideration.
viders in their respective mittee, the Study Report on for- on the lines similar to what has constituted a Committee under  The process initiated in
countries, the nature of pro- eign educational institutions been laid down by the AICTE in the Chairmanship 6f Prof, P. Ra- March, 2012 to address the con-
grammes offered by them and (2005) bythe National Universi- 2003. ma Rao in March, 2012 to look cemns related to the issue of for-
the degrees awarded, and above
a%lddpmcectiogofthc‘ of ; ; C— - - e TR
students seeking admission to « A S S . gm - ST g r
maroreiminstiions - | It 1S in contempt of Parliament, says CPI(M) - =1 £}
Many foreign educatmml in-
stitutions are operating in the | Special Correspond [ pt of, Parliament. besides commercialising higher taken to prevent any furth.er
country offering different types . . The Left parties are opposed  education. violation.”
of courses and programmes and NEW DELHI: The Communist to the Foreign Educational In astatement here on On the eve of his visit to the
there is no regulation presently Party of India (Marxist) has’ Institutions (Regulation of Friday, the CPI(M) warned U.5. to attend the Indo-US CEO
in plece to control and curb the | * eriticised the Union™ *~ " Entry and Operations) Bill, Human Resource Development Forum, the party said, Mr. Sibal
- Dﬁfhﬂnon of such mstltutlur:s government’s move to draft 2010, maintaining that these Minister Kapil Sibal against any was keen on finding a way of
wi ac dentials

meeting U.S. educational
institutions’ demand for easy |
entry to India through
liberalised UGC rules thatdid -
not require Parliament’s assent.

Minister Mr. Kapil Sibal to the
UsA

Our correspondent replies:

Mr. Kazmi's ‘clarification’ is
self explanatory and does not
controvert our report that the
UGC will on Saturday be dis-
cussing and finalising regula-
tions on foreign educational
institutions, The reference in
our story to ‘backdoor entry’ was
to contrast the decision to frame
new guidelines via the UGC with
the earlier plan of getting leps-
la.l.wn passed by Parliament -

As for lis contention that " 11r£ -
prncess initiated in March, 2012
has no relationship to the visit of
HED Minister Kapil Sibal to the
U.S., The Hindu's report merely
says that Mr. Sibal is scheduled
to travel to Washington to par-
ticipate in the Indo-US Strategic
Dialogue — of which education is
a part this year - where “he
would like to make some an-'
nouncements on joint pro-

‘grammes to encourage foreign

educational institutions into

India.”
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[IM grads prefer interning with Kalam

111 SPECIAL

Manish Chandra Pandey

com

LUCKNOW: [n 2009, a Lucknow
lad from the Indian Institute
of Management-Ahmedabad
(IIM-A), surprised many by
deciding to work fulltime
with APJ Abdul Kalam after
interning with the 30-year-
old former President. Three
vears later, it has become a
trend and the number of 1TIM
grads wanting to intern
under the former President
has increased steadily.
“Such students are giving
preference to Kalam, leaving
internship offers from

prominent multinational
companies,’ ' Lucknow-barn
Srijan Pal Singh, 28, the
trendsetter and a 2009
batch pass-out from ITM
Ahmedabad, told Hindustan
Times on the phone from
New Delhi.

In 2010, one [IM-
Ahmedabad student
interned under Kalam, fol-
lowed by six IIM-A gradu-
ates next vear. This vear, the
recently set up Kalam
Foundation, which Srijan
looks after, received 36 appli-
cations from [IM-A students
who showed an interest in
interning under the guid-
ance of Kalam.

“We have admitted eight
interns, six from IIM-A and

= Srijan Pal with former president APJ Abdul Kalam.

one each from Caleutta and
Indore-based [IMs, We
would have selected more.
But due to space and

resource constraints, we
have had to limit the num-
bers,” says Singh. Besides
managing Kalam

Foundation, Singh also inter-
views and screens interns.

So how does one explain
this trend at a time when an
entry into [IMs, specially
IIM-A, is considered a virtu-
al passport to a cushy, fat
salavied job?

Indranil Hansda, an 1IM-A
grad interning under Kalam,
says the ‘experience’ has
been very diverse and
enriching.

“I wanted to gain experi-
ence in a proper social devel-
opment organization, in
order to be able to develop
and implement initiatives
aimed at the social develop-
ment of the people at my
native place later,” he said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Hansda added that “This
internship has turned out to
be all that [ had expected and
more. | have had the expo-
sure to implementation of the
social initiatives designed by
Kalam Foundation which has
provided me an understand-
ing of the various issues. |
have also received the oppor-
tunity to build on these initia-
tives. Besides, I have met and
established networks with
many dynamic individuals
who are also involved in vari-
ous independent social initia-
tives.”

The IIM grads feel that com-
pared to a regular corporate
internship the major difference
has been that under Kalam,
they are given complete free-
dom to build on their ideas.

“Thus, the experience here
is much more fulfilling as the
effort I have put in during the
internship will hopefully help
develop our nation,” Hansda
says.

Srijan adds: “Yes, there is
money in the corporate world.

But, that is one world where
you can go back to anytime.

The rich experience you gain
under Dr Kalam's patronage,
the emotional satisfaction that
you get when you try and work
on solutions with the great man
for empowering India is
undoubtedly something that
you can't have otherwise."
Kalam Foundation has
launched several initiatives like
"What Can I Give?' and Make
Your Mother Smile."

During their internship peri-
od, the ITM grads are also sent
to villages to study rural life,
says Srijan, who has been
involved with Dr Kalam's
Providing Urban Amenities in
Rural Areas (PURA) mission.
As someone who now regular-
ly moves with Dr Kalam, he
says, the stint has been an
enlightening one.

“As IIM students, we get to
work for MNCs and start using
our knowledge for making prof-
its for the company we serve.
But my stint taught me that the
real satisfaction comes by serv-
ing India, finding solutions to

brighten the life of the coun-
try's impoverished millions.
You always have students who
are willing to work in the devel-
opment sector," says Srijan,
rated the best all-round stu-
dent of the 2007-9 batch of TIM-
A.

Srijan says people often want
to know the reason for his
rather unusual career choice.
"At IIM Ahmedabad, I got
numerous opportunities to
meet and interact with people
from the corporate world,
alumni of the institute and sev-
eral others. Most of these peo-
ple I met had that one big
dream still unfulfilled -of try-
ing that one thing. But the
opportunity cost had become
so big for them now that let-
ting go of what they had
become was very difficult for
them. I was at an advantage.
AllT had to do was let go of my
secure consulting job," he says.

Srijan's parents in Lucknow
were still not convinced until
Dr Kalam visited them in 2010.
"They haven't mentioned it
again," says Srijan.
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